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During their visit to the Clinton Cemetery on May 21, 1977, 

Donald Walter Powell and Silas Robert Powell made the acquaintance 
of a Mr. Fries (who was cutting the grass on the plot in which his 
wife--nee Fitze--is buried.) Mr. Fries was most pleased that DWP 
and SRP were actively engaged in the recording of genealogical 
information in the Clinton Cemetery. He spoke of a Mrs. Merwin 
Loomis and of a Mr. Floyd Loomis (red hair) and said that they 
were people to whom DWP and SRP should speak. Mrs. Merwin Loomis, 
unbeknownst to Mr. Fries, died in 1975 (Mrs. Merwin Loomis is 
Carrie I. Curtis, the daughter of Francis Henry Curtis-- 

see #27 above). Is the Floyd Loomis of whom Mr. Fries spoke 

the son of Francis Earl Loomis and Mary Paynter? 

Mr. Fries also informed DWP and SRP that Mr. Ward Lillie of 

R. D. #1, Waymart, Pa. is an officer of the Clinton Cemetery 
Association and that he, too, would be a valuable source of 
information. 


DEACON RUFUS GRENNELL 


The following information about Deacon Rufus Gre- 
nell is contained in the account of Captain Matthias 
Keen and his family that is given in the history of 
Canaan Township in History of Wayne County by Phin- 
eas G. Goodrich (Honesdale, Penn: Haines & Beardsley, 
1880), p. 181: 


"Matthias Keen, better known as Captain Keen, a 
native of Orange county, N.Y., first moved to Milford, 
Pike county, and thence to Canaan, in 1815. He first 
lived on Orchard hill, and made a dam at the mouth of 
Keen's pond, then called ‘Canoe pond,’ and built the 
frame for a grist-mill. About this time, in drawing 
a gun towards him in a canoe, it went off and the ball 
was lodged in his hip. After he had suffered much, Dr. 
Mahony extracted the ball, but he was left a cripple ` 
for life. He erected the first carding-machine in 
that region of the country, and to it there was a 
wool-picker attached. Before this all the wool was 
picked and carded by hand, but the machine diminished 
much of the labor of the women, and Captain Keen was 
complimented as a public benefactor. He built the 
first grist-mill in that part of the town, and Deacon 
Rufus Grenell was the mill-wright." 
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